POLICY MEMORANDUM

	POLICY SUBJECT:
	EYE TRAUMA - BLUNT

	POLICY NUMBER:
	NSG-108

	JCAHO AREA FUNCTION:
	CARE OF THE PATIENT

	POLICY EFFECTIVE DATE:
	7/96

	POLICY REVIEWED:
	6/98; 5/99; 2/04; 7/06

	POLICY REVISED:
	6/98; 5/99; 2/04; 7/06

	POLICY STATEMENT:
	

	To provide guidelines for the care of the patient with a blunt injury to the eye.



	PROCEDURE:
1. Observe and utilize Standard Precautions.  All protective equipment should be used when caring for the trauma patient.

2. Perform a primary assessment.  Initiate interventions for all life threatening conditions.  See Multiple Trauma Protocols.

3. Do not force the eyelids open.

4. Reassure the patient.  Injuries to the eye are often very painful and anxiety producing.
5. Obtain eye tray.

6. Assess visual acuity prior to the instillation of any medications if possible.

7. Assess visual fields from all directions with and without corrective lenses.  If the patient wears contact lenses, and they are not in place, do not insert them.

8. Assist the physician with the eye examination.

9. Document on the Trauma Flow Sheet all assessments, vital signs, procedures, and changes in the patient’s condition.

10. Obtain x-rays as indicated.

11. Caution the patient not to rub the affected eye or to remove the patch.

12. Caution the patient whose eye is patched not to drive or operate any machinery.  The patient should be released into the care of a responsible adult.
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13. Facilitate ophthalmology follow-up.  Stress the importance of keeping the follow-up appointment due to the possibility of severe complications.

14. Coordinate transfer to a higher-level facility if the patient’s condition warrants.



	END OF POLICY
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