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August 16, 2007

Information for Hospitals

With the development of a serious tropical storm in the South Atlantic that appears to be establishing a track towards the western Gulf of Mexico, the Department of State Health Services (DSHS) is asking hospitals that might be in the path of such a storm to review their disaster and evacuation plans and protocols.  These suggestions may be helpful:
 
1. Immediately review your response plans to make sure telephone numbers and other contact information is current. Verify that telephone number and email address to local Emergency Operation Center (EOC) is current.  
2. Remind all management staff to honor the Incident Command System.  Contact your local EOC when in need of assistance. 
3. If you transfer patients: 
a. Honor preexisting local tracking system agreements.  If your community has no tracking plans, create an Excel spreadsheet with patient tracking information.  A suggested format is on the Texas Hospital Association web site, www.thaonline.org under the hurricane icon. 

b. Include with patients being evacuated:   

i.   Medical records/MAR

ii. Medications for 3 days

iii. Nutritional support

iv. Patient identification—hospital bracelet

v.   Primary care physician contact information

vi. Transferring hospital contact person and their contact information. 

vii. Patient family contact information 

c. Review plans regarding how hospital employees will assist in evacuation.  If employees will travel with patients, review plans associated with employee needs during the evacuation and how they will return to their homes. 
4. Review plans regarding hospital security and plans for reopening. 
5. Review inventory adequacy, especially generator fuel. 
6. Confirm availability of evacuation assets (ambulances.) 
During an evacuation the availability of ambulances is limited.  If supplemental assistance with hospital evacuations is requested, the hospital needs to be aware of and be prepared to follow transport criteria found in the State of Texas Hurricane Evacuation and Mass Care Plan, TAB B, Part 1 to attachment 5 - “Ground and Air Ambulance Utilization Criteria for Statewide Disaster and Hurricane Evacuations.”  These criteria may be found at: ftp://ftp.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/plan_state/hurr_evac_shelter_state_plan.pdf
 
Current information important to hospitals will be posted on these web sites:
www.thaonline.org under the hurricane icon
www.dshs.state.tx.us
http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/dem/pages/index.htm
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